GUARDIANS ACADEMY | STANDARD LESSON LOGIC

Logos, Words, and Straw Man Arguments
How careful language and clear logic protect a conversation from being redirected

CENTRAL QUESTION How can careful use of words and logic help us recognize and answer a
straw man argument?

Opening story

A striking image can become an argument before we realize it. In the lesson, the “spark of life” seen during
fertilization is used as an example. The image is visually impressive, but the lesson warns against turning
that image into a claim it cannot carry. Once an exaggerated or inaccurate version of a position is accepted,
an opponent can attack that weaker version instead of the actual claim.

Evidence in small steps
» Words matter because meaning depends on context. A single word can carry more than one legitimate
sense.

» The Greek word logos can refer to word, speech, reason, account, or an ordering principle. John 1 uses the
term in a theological context that identifies the Logos with Christ.

* A straw man argument replaces a person’s actual claim with a weaker, exaggerated, or redirected version
that is easier to attack.

* Common warning signs include extreme wording such as “always,” “never,” “all,” or “every,” or the
introduction of a different issue that was not part of the original claim.

* The simplest first response is often to clarify the claim: “That is not what I said. The question we are
discussing is...”

* A strong apologetics conversation should distinguish facts from opinions and should return to the actual
point under discussion.

The strongest opposing account

A critic may argue that a Christian position depends on a symbolic claim, a popular apologetics image, or
an exaggerated statement rather than on the underlying evidence. If the Christian accepts that substitute
claim, the discussion can be shifted away from the original question and toward an easier target.

Guardians assessment

The Guardians approach does not defend a claim merely because it sounds persuasive or supports a
Christian conclusion. First identify exactly what is being claimed. Then ask whether the response addresses
that claim or a substitute. When a straw man appears, expose it calmly and return to the original issue. The
goal is clarity, not victory over the other person.

What the evidence can and cannot establish

* A vivid example can illustrate a point, but it does not automatically prove the larger conclusion attached
to it.
» Showing that one supporting argument is weak does not by itself disprove the original position.

* A factual observation and the interpretation placed on that observation are not the same thing.
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* A Christian should not defend an inaccurate claim simply because it appears useful for apologetics.

METHOD REMINDER Define the claim. Separate fact from interpretation. State the other position
accurately. Then answer the real argument with gentleness and respect.

Guided discussion and practice

1. Why can a change in wording change the substance of an argument?

2. What makes a straw man different from a simple disagreement?

3. In the “spark of life” example, what is the original claim and what substitute claim could be introduced?
4. What words or patterns often signal that a position is being exaggerated?

5. Why is “That is not what I said” sometimes the correct first response? How can it be said without
becoming adversarial?

Paired practice

Partner A makes this claim: “We should spend more on education.” Partner B responds: “You only say that
because you do not care about national defense.” Identify the straw man, state the original claim
accurately, and bring the discussion back to the issue without insulting the other person. Switch roles and
repeat with an apologetics claim of your choice.

MODEL RESPONSE “That is not the claim I made. I said we should examine whether more should be
spent on education. We can discuss defense separately, but first let’s stay with the original question.”

Biblical confirmation

The lesson connects careful reasoning with the Christian duty to speak responsibly and to defend the faith
with gentleness and respect. John 1:1 also provides the central example of why the meaning and context of
a word matter. The larger principle is simple: Christians should care about both truth and the way truth is
communicated.

CLOSING PEARL

Answer the claim that was actually made. A weak substitute may be easier to defeat, but

defeating it does not answer the real argument.

Source trail and review

¢ John 1:1 — the Logos and the importance of context in meaning.
¢ 1 Peter 3:15 — give a defense with gentleness and respect.

¢ Proverbs 18:21; Matthew 12:36-37 — the moral weight of words.
¢ Class transcript: “Logos and Straw Man Arguments.”
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