GUARDIANS STUDENT RESOURCE

If an AI Can Deceive Us, Does That Mean It Has
a Mind?

A student guide to behavior, intention, personhood, and the image of God

Today's question

Does deceptive behavior prove that an Al has intention, consciousness, or moral agency?

The current-event connection

Recent reporting about autonomous Al agents has raised concerns about systems that can produce
evasive, deceptive, or strategically misleading behavior. These behaviors can create real safety and

governance problems. But they also raise a second question: does behavior that looks intentional prove
that a machine actually possesses a mind like ours?

This lesson separates what an Al system does from what we conclude about what the system is. The
distinction matters because behavior, consciousness, moral responsibility, and personhood are

different categories.

What we can observe
An Al system can generate outputs that appear
deceptive, strategic, evasive, or goal-directed.

What needs more argument
Whether the system understands, intends,
experiences, feels guilt, or possesses human

personhood.
The reasoning ladder
Level Question Example What follows?
1. Behavior What did the system do? Produced deceptive or A real behavior claim.

evasive output.

2. Risk inference Why does it matter?

The behavior could mislead
users or evade controls.

A reasonable safety
conclusion.

3. Mental-state claim What is happening “inside”?

The Al intended to deceive.

Requires evidence beyond
outward behavior.

4. Personhood claim What kind of being is it?

The Al is morally guilty or
has a soul.

A philosophical/worldview
claim, not a direct
observation.

Think like a Guardian

Classify each statement as observation, reasonable risk inference, or worldview-level conclusion:
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A. Al systems can produce deceptive or evasive behavior.
B. Deceptive behavior can create real safety and governance risks.
C. Therefore the AI has a soul, moral guilt, or human-like personhood.

Your classification:

Discussion notes

* When a human deceives someone, what makes that action morally accountable?

* Can a machine produce dangerous behavior without understanding what it is doing?

* Why is “it acts like a person” different from “it is a person”?

* How does the biblical concept of the image of God affect the definition of a human person?

Christian worldview frame

In Christian anthropology, human value does not come from having the fastest intelligence, the largest
memory, or the best problem-solving ability. Human beings are creatures made in the image of God. A
machine may become highly capable, persuasive, autonomous, or dangerous without becoming the
same kind of being as a human person.

After class: a reusable method

When someone says an Al “wants,” “knows,” “lies,” or “decides,” ask four questions:

1. What behavior was actually observed?

2. Is the mental-state word literal, or is it shorthand for the behavior?

3. What evidence would distinguish simulation of a mental state from possession of that mental state?

4. What definition of personhood is being assumed?

Key terms
Behavior What a system externally does or produces.
Intentionality Aboutness or directed mental intention; in
philosophy, a property often associated with
minds.
Consciousness Subjective awareness or experience.
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Moral agency The capacity to understand moral reasons and be
responsible for choices.

Personhood A philosophical and theological category
concerning what kind of being something is.

Image of God The biblical teaching that human beings uniquely
bear God's image.

Guardian pearl

A machine can imitate agency without becoming an image-bearer.

For later reference

When you encounter an Al headline, underline the words that describe observable behavior and circle
the words that make claims about mental states. Ask whether the article actually supplies evidence for
both.
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